ASCRC Minutes 4/10/18
2:00 GBB 225
Call to order

Members Present: B. Carpenter, D. Coffin, J. Eglin, M. Hendrix, J. Iverson, G. Morell, D. Parsons,  A. Sala,  K. Sugden 
Ex-Officio Present:   B. French, T. Morgan,  N. Lindsay
Members Excused: N. Greymorning, J. Hickman,  B. Hillman, B. Holzworth,  V. Hopkins,

The minutes from 4/3/18 and 3/20/18 were approved. 
Communication

· Members were reminded of the possible meetings remaining for the semester.  Next Tuesday, April 17th there is a special Faculty Senate meeting, so the committee will not meet.  The Committee will meet on April 24th.  There is also a faculty listening session on that day and another one on April 26th to discuss the President’s recommendations.  
Business
· The remaining curriculum proposals were approved.  Several approvals were contingent on the submission of syllabi.   The e-Curr form does not require syllabi for all course changes.  Catalog language for the Native American Studies program modification was received after the meeting.   

	Course
	Title
	Change

	ACTG 307 U
	Corporate Reporting III
	Change credits (pending syllabi)

	CHMY 123 U
	Intro to Organic & Biochem
	Change credits 

	MSL 106 U
	Army Physical Fitness
	Change repeatability (pending Syllabus)

	MSL 303 U
	Leadership Laboratory
	Change repeatability (pending Syllabus)

	SW 464 U
	Valuing Diversity
	New course 

	S W 310 U
	S W Policy & Services
	Remove Upper Division Writing Designation

	Program Modification
	Social Work Major
	Update course offerings

	Program Modification 
	Native American Studies Major
	Adjust core requirements (pending catalog language)




· The General Education Consent agenda below was approved.   
	Course Number
	Title 
	Group

	GH 191 (one-time-only)
	Goddesses
	Liberal & Artistic Studies

	HSTR 291 (one-time-only)
	The Rise and Fall of Apartheid
	Historical Studies

	SOCI 260
	Intro to Juvenile Delinquency
	Social Science



· ASCRC discussed the Prerequisite communication and proposed default course description language for Intermediate and Advanced Writing Courses. The default language was amended as stated below since the prerequisites would not be enforced.  Departments were given the opportunity to change the language or opt out.  Anthropology and Environmental Studies responded to the correspondence.   The item will be forwarded to the Faculty Senate

· For Intermediate Writing Courses: Before enrolling in this course, students are expected to complete WRIT 101 (or higher) or equivalent
· For Advanced Writing Courses: Before enrolling in this course, students are expected to complete WRIT 101 or equivalent, AND one Intermediate Writing Course

· The updated syllabus guidelines appended were approved. 

· ASCRC discussed and slightly amended the transfer credit rounding motion (appended). It will be retroactive to any active catalog. 

· The revisions to the General Education Subcommittee Procedures (202.4.1) and Requesting Reconsideration of a Rejected Curriculum Proposal (201.30.4) were approved. 

· After discussion the Double Major / Dual Degree language appended was approved.  Colorado State and Stanford award a Bachelor of Arts and Sciences for students with double majors across degree types.  This would require BOR consideration.  For now the catalog language will clarify how the degree will show on the diploma to avoid student confusion. 

· Chair Coffin drafted catalog language for the IB Diploma policy.  He is waiting to hear back from Dean Tessman and Violet in Admissions.  ASCRC will discuss this at the next meeting. 

· Chair Coffin met with ECOS last week and asked about the student success initiatives.  They suggested waiting until after the down- sizing decisions are made and the restructuring has time to settle to bring the issues to a wider audience.  The proposals will be included in ASCRC’s annual report and may be discussed with the President.  Chair Coffin has had email exchanges with the President regarding aligning efforts around student success and recruitment.  

· Chair Coffin is also planning to draft withdrawal catalog language before the end of the semester.  

· President Bodnar had a good discussion with Graduate Council.   He asked what makes a successful graduate program.  He will likely ask ASCRC something similar regarding undergraduate programs.   Chair Coffin will circulate some talking points to committee members and provide the president with the Committee’s charge and a summary of business prior to the meeting.  

· Consideration of the request from the Chair of Chemistry was postponed.  
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The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Transfer Credits- Rounding of decimals from partial to full credit hours.

Summary & Rationale
Transfer students admitted to Um and some UM exchange students attempt to transfer credits for classes taken elsewhere. Some of those academic institutions are on quarter schedules and international academic institutions with different calendars. The UM Admissions office performs calculations to best translate the academic effort between these systems to the UM semester system for equivalency. Occasionally that results in partial credits with decimals. That necessitates rounding either up or down. The current catalog language used 2.49 to round down and 2.66 to round up (below). This resulted from calculations based on quarter to semester conversions, but did not account for international conversions. Consequently, the graduate appeals committee has received petitions requesting a rounding up for students caught in the gap between 2.50 and 2.66, where the current catalog language requires rounding down to 2 instead of the mathematically correct rounding of up to 3.

ASCRC Solution: ASCRC addressed this in April of 2017, but the catalog revision was not made do to an oversight. Therefore, ASCRC would like to submit the change to faculty senate for approval this spring so that it can be effective in the 2018-19 catalog.

Existing Language: (From the section on Transfer Student Admissions)
 In order to determine if transfer course work satisfies General Education requirements, the credits for each course are rounded. For example, if a student transfers in two N-courses each worth 2.66 credits, each course counts as 3 N-credits towards the Group XI requirement. On the other hand, an L-course worth 2.49 credits does not satisfy the Group V requirement of 3 L-credits.

Revised Catalog Entry (for AY 2018-19) retroactive to any active catalog: 
In order to determine if transfer course work satisfies UM General Education requirements, the credits for each course are rounded. For example, courses from  schools on other calendars (such as quarters or trimesters) that are articulated on UM transcripts at 2.5 credits or higher will be rounded to 3 credits for the purpose of fulfilling, or partially fulfilling, General Education requirement groups I-XI.  This “rounding rule” does not apply when calculating students’ total completed credits for graduation requirements, nor towards the 39 upper-division credit requirement. 

Double Major/ Dual Degree Requirements UM catalog spring 2018: ASCRC Revision

Summary and Rationale: 

The issue was brought to ASCRC based on confusion over: 


1. How dual degrees and double majors are issued.  There is an apparent historical error whereby double majors are (improperly?) awarded across degree types (e.g. double major in a BS combined with a BA).  This should be a dual degree not a double major by convention; 
2. The current catalog language is vague and confusing in terms of defining a “dual degree” and a “double major”.  International students anticipate receipt of two diplomas for earning a double major.
3. The Registrar reports that under the current system UM may be improperly reporting (degrees awarded) to the BOR, the state of MT and the Federal government; and units/Depts. awarding degrees may not be credited properly. 
4. UM student transcripts may not be clear or accurate in describing degrees and majors awarded.  

Revised Catalog Language

Bachelor Degrees
A minimum total of 120 credits is required for graduation with a bachelor degree in most academic programs offered by the University of Montana. A greater number is required in some specific programs; students should consult the appropriate catalog section for their program of interest and discuss their plans with an academic advisor. 

Students may elect to earn more than one degree or major at the bachelor level. Available options include a “double major” or “dual degree”:
· A “double major” is awarded as one degree with one diploma that may list two or more majors. The graduating student with multiple majors must fulfill the curricular requirements for two or more majors as well as all other requirements for graduation. Two majors will normally be within a single classification of bachelor’s degree (e.g. Bachelor of Sciences). Alternatively, the student may fulfill requirements for two majors across degree classes. In this case the student must declare a primary major that determines the type of degree awarded (BS, BA, etc.) that will be printed on the student’s diploma and transcript. The secondary major shall be annotated on the student transcript as completed.
· A “Dual degree” is awarded as two degrees with two diplomas (e.g. Bachelor Sciences and a Bachelor of Arts). The student must fulfill all of the program requirements for each of the separate bachelor degrees and must comply with the Residency Requirements for Degrees/Certificates (below) for each degree. The two, dual (or multiple) degrees may be earned concurrently or at different times but all dual degree graduates must complete a minimum of 150 credits by completing 30 unique credits for each subsequent bachelor degree. However, note that academic residency requirements apply differently, so the requirements may differ, for University of Montana graduates versus non-graduates seeking dual or subsequent degrees.
 
General education requirements need only be met once for either a double major or dual degree. Students encountering program or curricular obstacles to graduation may file for exceptions with the Graduation Appeals Committee. 

Requirements for the Second Bachelor Degree
 
In regard to residency requirements, a “second bachelor degree” is defined as any bachelor degree earned by a student who previously had earned a bachelor degree from the University of Montana-Missoula; they have met first degree residency requirements and need only do so once. Students seeking a second bachelor degree or “dual degree” from the University of Montana must complete all academic requirements for each degree (first and subsequent) and earn a minimum of 150 credits by completing an additional 30 credits for each subsequent bachelor degree. For students whom have met first degree residency requirements, only a minimum of 20 credits of the required 30 credits must be earned in study on the University of Montana-Missoula campus.
 
Students attending the University of Montana whom are not University of Montana graduates, but already have a bachelor degree from another institution must meet University of Montana residency “Requirements for The First Bachelor Degree” (above) for the subsequent degree that they are now seeking. As the catalog stipulates, this will require at least 30 additional credits of course work to be earned from the University of Montana-Missoula campus with 30 of the last 45 credits earned from University of Montana-Missoula (exchange student exceptions may apply).

Transcription of double majors and dual degrees

All majors, minors, degrees and certificates earned from the University of Montana shall be clearly and specifically listed on official transcripts under a single degree or as separate dual/multiple degrees, as appropriate.
 
Current Catalog Language: 

http://catalog.umt.edu/academics/graduation-requirements/
Bachelor Degrees
A total of 120 credits is required for graduation with a bachelor degree; except a greater number is required in teacher education programs, pharmacy, physical therapy and the Bachelor of Applied Science. See the College of Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences section of this catalog.

Students may elect to earn two or more bachelor degrees. Those deciding to earn two or more degrees must complete all the requirements of the majors for each degree. In addition, students must earn for each degree a minimum of 30 credits beyond the number required for the first degree. The degrees may be earned concurrently or at different times.

